
 

Ashtabula Municipal Court 

Annual Report for 2019 

Mission Statement 

The Ashtabula Municipal Court shall be effective and 

efficient when resolving disputes in order to uphold the 

laws and regulations of the court’s jurisdiction and the 

State of Ohio. The Judge will interpret and apply the law 

with the utmost fairness and impartiality in order to 

protect the rights and liberties of all people guaranteed by 

the Constitution of the State of Ohio and of the United 

States of America. 

  



The Annual Report for the Ashtabula Municipal Court (AMC) is to notify the public about the Court’s 

programs, statistics and accomplishments. 

The AMC has one Judge, one Magistrate, one Court Administrator / Clerk of Court, one Head 

Bailiff/Head Security Officer, three part time Bailiffs (one of which works mainly outside of the Court 

serving Court documents), two part time Court Security Officers / Deputy Bailiffs that monitor the 

metal detector for the Justice Center building, and a part time Drug Court Administrator / Deputy 

Bailiff.  

AMC departmentalized creating the following:  

Criminal/Traffic Department, Civil Department, Probation Department, Bookkeeping/Customer 

Service Department, and Information Technology Department 

The Criminal/Traffic Department consists of one Supervisor Deputy Clerk / Judicial Assistant, one full 

time Traffic Clerk, one full time Criminal Clerk and one part time Administrative Support Deputy Clerk. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE CRIMINAL/TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT 

Methods were modified (or in the process of being modified) to increase efficiency of the Court. 

Methods established in prior years-such as birthday blocks and LFF payment plans-have continued to 

demonstrate successful collection of outstanding fines and costs.  The Court staff scanned in all 

payment agreements with open accounts to create open space in the front window area; the Court 

has installed glass partitions at the window and will be placing an office partition to alleviate noise 

distraction for the Customer Relations department.   All files that were on shelves are now in labeled 

boxes (placed in basement storage area) or scanned creating a neat and organized appearance 

to the public. 

The Court held the Clean Sweep program for a week in March 2019.  People had an opportunity to 

make a minimum payment of $100 towards fines either at the Court or online, and the Court would 

match the payment.  Total amount receipted was $19,121.30; total Fresh Start credit was $18,993.30.  

A total of 43 defendants participated. 

The registration blocks and license forfeitures continue to be an effective method of collecting back 

fines.  The LFF program is still offered to those who can’t afford to pay balance in full.  Total 

traffic/criminal monies receipted for the entire year was $855,512.00 (a 12% decrease from 2018 

total). 

Total of new criminal and traffic cases filed: 6929 cases filed.  Total of criminal cases disposed:  3033; 

total traffic cases disposed:  5597; for a grand total of 8630 cases disposed. 

The Court has been conducting video arraignments for Ashtabula County Jail since the end of 2018 

and has continued to do so thereafter, successfully reducing costs for transportation and freeing up 

deputies’ valuable time. 

In August 2019, the Court implemented a pilot program (at no cost to the Court) for hearing 

reminders via text and email.  The pilot program was offered by eCourtDate, a company based out 

of Orlando, Florida.  The goal of this program is to reduce the failure to appear rate and issuance of 

warrants.  As of the end of the year, the company has provided 5,353 text reminders; 3,168 were 



successfully received; 2,185 were unsuccessfully received; 521 defendants opted-in; 129 defendants 

opted-out.   

A new docket schedule was implemented-effective September 27, 2019-to create a more smooth 

and streamlined daily docket and to reduce work stress at the counter.  Initial results have been 

positive; clerks, attorneys, and the public seem receptive to the changes.   

The Court continues to use its website and social media to keep the public notified of special 

programs, Court closings, and jury trial status updates.  Notifying jurors in this manner has been very 

effective; people have the convenience of finding out about jury duty from their phones or 

computers without having to call in.  This method also ensures up to date information as to whether 

they need to report or not-website and Facebook page are updated as soon as status changes. 

The Court will continue in its mission to be effective and efficient.  Improved Supreme Court case 

management numbers, increased BCI organization, increased collection of outstanding fines and 

costs, and decreased missed hearings are just a few goals on the horizon for year 2020. 

 

Civil Department consisting of one full time Supervisor Civil Clerk and two full time Civil Clerks and one 

part time Civil Clerk. 

A brief summary of the Civil Department from the Supervisor Deputy Clerk: 

2019 was another productive year in the Civil Department. Although the number of case filings had a 

6% decrease, the number of overall pleadings and post-judgments remedies increased by $93,911 or 

14%. 

Garnishments had a huge increase in 2019, nearly $75k, which also means poundage that the court 

keeps was almost doubled. 

Many cost categories nearly doubled with the increase of filing fees including: 

Writ of Restitutions 

Satisfactions 

Revivors 

Release of Garnishments 

Garnishments  

Bank Attachments 

Continuances  

Certificate of Judgments 

The number of emailed pleadings has increased over the course of 2019 which reduces the use of 

paper and postage. 



Finally, the Civil Department has implemented new procedures for decreasing turn-around time in 

processing pleadings and eliminating backlog. Continuing with the Court’s motto of being effective 

and efficient, the Civil Department’s goal in the new year is to aim for a one-week turn-around on 

processing. 

 

Probation Department consisting of one Chief Probation Officer, two full time Probation Officers and 

one part time Secretary. 

 

A brief summary from the Recovery Court Administrator: 

We currently have 22 participants, we graduated 7 in October 2019. We continue to meet weekly for 

Recovery Court, with the participants attending staggered depending upon the phase they are 

currently in.  Treatment team continues to meet weekly, prior to  Recovery Court. The Advisory 

Committee meets every 4 months. 

 

Bookkeeping / Customer Relations department consisting of two full time customer relations clerk, 

and one full time bookkeeper/small claims deputy clerk. 

 

Information Technology department consisting of one consultant Network Administrator. 

 

Below shows AMC’s progress: 

1) Received an Ohio Supreme Court Technology grant  for a  state of the art metal detector which 

was the initial step in the Courts plan to secure the Justice Center Facility. 

2) Used Court special project funds to install cameras around the 2nd floor Court area, to further our 

security plan. 

3) Started receiving and processing electronic tickets from OSP.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Included in the Annual Report is: 

Overview of Receipts 

Undistributed Collections 

Distributed Collections 

Cases Filed by Agencies  

Traffic/Criminal Cases and Stats  

Civil Cases and Stats 

 

 

The original records stated above are located at AMC, 110 West 44th Street, Ashtabula, Ohio and the 

Court Administrator / Clerk of Court Tonja Amato, can be reached at 440-992-7129. 

The 2019 Administration would like to thank the entire Court staff for their dedication and hard work. 



 



 



 

 



 



  



2019 Traffic/Criminal Counts/Charges Filed by Agencies 

 

Ashtabula City Police Department 

 

 Felonies   356 

 Misdemeanors  927 

 OVIs    99 

 Other Traffic   902 

 

Ashtabula County Sheriff Department 

 

 Felonies   236 

 Misdemeanors  772 

 OVIs    12 

 Other Traffic   277 

 

Ohio State Highway Patrol 

 

 Felonies   85 

 Misdemeanors  168 

 OVIs    202 

 Other Traffic   2760 

 

Ohio Department of Natural Resources 

 

 Misdemeanors  35 

 



Ashtabula Police Task Force 

 

 Felonies   6 

Misdemeanors  2 

 

Ashtabula County Dog Warden 

 

 Misdemeanors  13 

 

Railroad Police 

 

 Misdemeanors  6 

 

Ashtabula Fire Department 

 Felonies   4 

 Misdemeanors  9 

 

Ashtabula City Planning & Community Development 

 

 Misdemeanors  8 

 

Ashtabula City Dog Warden 

 

 Misdemeanors  23 

 

 

 



Ashtabula City Health Department 

 

 Misdemeanors  7 

 

Special Agent 

 

 Felonies   12 

 

Ashtabula Township Zoning 

 Misdemeanors  1 

 

Saybrook Township Zoning 

 Misdemeanors  3 

 

Plymouth Township Zoning 

 Misdemeanors  4 

 

Liquor Control Board 

Misdemeanors  1 

 

  



2019 Criminal, Traffic, & Miscellaneous Proceedings 

 

Domestic Violence Cases  121 

 

Traffic Waivers    2052 

 

Temporary Protection Orders  39 

 

Vehicle Forfeitures    0 

 

Search Warrants    87 

 

Cases Appealed    6 

 

Weddings     27 

 

License-related Offenses *  300 

 

Warrants Issued    2458 

 

Housing Cases    3 

 

Extraditions/Rule 4 Hearings  7 

 

Status Hearings on Fines/Jail  2463 

 

*A correction was made to how license-related offenses are calculated from 2018 



Pre-Trials Set     3561 

 

Trials Set     205 

 

Jury Trials Set    60 

 

Preliminary Hearing Set   541 

 

Expungements    27 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Civil Details for 2019 

Cases Filed by Type 

 Contracts          692 

 Damages/Personal Injury       11 

 Forcible Entry & Detainer (Eviction/Land Contract)   328 

 Replevin          8 

 BMV Petition         55 

 Civil Restitution         0 

 Cases & Judgments Transferred In      1 

 Small Claims         58 

          Total  1153 

 

Total Civil Cases filed and reopened       1153 

Total Civil Cases reactivated        30 

 

 Answers filed         108 

 

Total Civil Cases Disposed of        1258 

 

 

  



Criminal & Traffic Details for 2019 

Felonies 

 Cases filed and reopened       497 

 Cases reactivated         146 

          Total  643 

 

Felonies disposed of via Preliminary Hearings, Waivers, and Pleas 601 

 

Misdemeanors 

 Cases filed and reopened       1497 

 Cases reactivated         592 

          Total  2089 

 

 Not Guilty Pleas entered        699 

 Total Cases disposed of at Arraignment     1190 

 

OMVI 

 Cases filed and reopened       227 

 Cases reactivated         44 

          Total  271 

 

 Not Guilty Pleas entered        106 

 Total Cases disposed of at Arraignment     277 

 

 

 

 



Other Traffic 

 Cases filed and reopened       3117 

 Parking Violations         49 

 Cases reactivated         541 

          Total  3707 

 

 Not Guilty Pleas entered        803 

 Total Cases disposed of at Arraignment and Waivers   2063 

 

Total Criminal Cases Filed        1994 

Total Traffic Cases Filed         3344 

          Total  5338 

 

Total Criminal Cases Disposed of       3033 

Total Traffic Cases Disposed of        5597 

          Total  8630 

 

Total Criminal Counts Filed        2678 

Total Traffic Counts Filed         4251 

          Total  6929 

 

 

 





































 


